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Thieret and Evens,—Illinois (Irasses 


NOTES ON ILLINOIS CIRASSES 

John' W. Tiiikhi:t and HonioaT A. Evers 


'Fhe following records and data have been accuinnlateAl during 
1950. Specimens cited (k) are in the herbarium of the Chicago 
Natural History Museum; those cit(‘d (ii.ls) are in the her¬ 


barium of the Illinois State Natural History Surve}' at I rl)ana. 

1. ADDITIONS TO TIIK CRASS FLORA OF ILLINOIS 


Agropyroii flesertoriini (Fisch.) Schult. 
Dr. Jason H. Swalien). This \vheat^z;rass was 


(determination via-itied by 
collected in th(‘ Milwauki^e 


Road classification yard at Bensenvilk*, Cook County, Illinois, August 9, 
1956, Thieret 22iJo (f, ills). 

2. ADDITIONS TO THE (IRASS FLORA OF THE (’HICACiO RECHON 

Distichlis stricta (Torr.) Rydb. Two thriving colonies of desert salt- 
grass—a species collected l)ut once previously in Illinois, nc'ar Urbana—were 
found in the Milwaukee Road classification yard at Bensenville, Cook County, 
Illinois, August 8, 1956, Thieret 2232 (f, ills). 

Aegilops cylinclrica Host. Goat grass was ccjllected in the Milwaukee 
Road classification yard at Bensenville, Cook County, Illinois, August 9, 
1956, Thieret 2294 (f, ills). 

3. MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

Kriunthiis ravennae (L.) Beauv. On the basis of a single collection, 
this cultivated ornamental grass is r(*ported by Jones and Fuller (Vascular 
Plants of Illinois. Ill. State Mus. Sci. Ser., vol. (>, 1955) as spontaneous in 
Illinois. The following additional collections hav(‘ bc'en made near Chester, 
where the species sliows a d(‘finit(‘ tendency to become naturalized: spontanc'ous 
(according to nearby hom(‘own(‘r) in road right-of-way along route 3, 0.7 
mile north of north (ulge of Chestin’, Randolph County, Illinois, S(*ptember 
26, 1956, Thieret 277S (f); —spontaiunius in road right-of-way along route 
3, 2.1 miles north of north edge of Chester, September 27, 1956, Thieret 27S3 
(f); —spontaneous according to local hous(*wif(% at least 50 flowin’ing stalks, 
about 15 clumps, colony along routi’ 150 at (‘dg(‘ of field opposite^ hous(‘ numlxn* 
1705, east of junction of routes 3 and 150, (diestor, September 27, 1956, 

Thieret 2784 (f). 

Agropyroii clasystachyuiii (Hook.) Scrilin. In Mosher’s The Cirasses of 
Illinois (Univ. of 111., Agr. Exp. Sta. Bull. 205. 1918.) and in Jones and Fuller 

(op. cit.), this species is attributed to Illinois on the basis of the following 
collection: C. N. W. R. R., west of Turner, Du Page County, Illinois, 
IF. S. Moffatt 231, June 26, 1897 (f; also Univ. of Ill. Herb.). Thickspike 
wheatgrass is also attributed to Illinois in Hitchcock-Chase (Manual of the 
Grasses of the United States. USDA Misc. Publ. 200. 1950.), presumably 

on the basis of the Illinois specimen labelled A g ropy ran dasystachyum in the 
herbarium of the United States National Museum: on ballast. West Chicago, 
Illinois, June 26, 1897, L. J/. Uinhach, no numher (also in f). Both the 
MofFatt and Umbach collections are lietter refi'rred to Agropyron smithii 
Rydb. var. tnolle (Scribn. (fc Smith) Jones, a taxon not cited in Jones and 
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Full(‘r (i)/), (■//.) and oii(‘ that cannot he “k(‘vc(l out" in h'ca'nahl ((Iray's Manual 
ol Hotany, 8tli (‘cl. New ^ ork, lOoO). 'Inhere are no aiitluaitic Illinois spcci- 
iniais of Agropyron ddsyslarhyatn in tin* h(‘rl)ariuin of th(' Chicago Natural 
History Museum, of the* Illinois State Natural History Sury(‘y, of the I nitcMl 
Stal(‘s National Mus(*uin, of th(‘ I niv(‘rsity of Illinois, of th(‘ Missouri Bo¬ 
tanical (lar(l(*n, oi* in that of tlie I nivcMsity of Wisconsin. Th(‘refor(\ until 
this si)(‘ci(‘s is a(*tually (*oll(‘ct(‘(l in Illinois, it must Ix^ ex(*lu(l(Ml from tin* stat(‘ 
flora. 

'rh(‘ following data for culm laa^ht of s(‘y(‘ral taxa arc ^iyen l)(‘caus(‘ th(‘y 
(*X(‘ecd hy a consid(‘ral)l(‘ margin th(‘ maximum height given for th(\'<(‘ in 
Hitchcock-Chase (op. rit.) and/or in t\‘rnald (op. rit.). 

Aiulro|>og<Mi geranli \ itman. Kv('rs found and m(‘asured culms d.O 
nuMei’s tall from a rolling prairie^ r(‘mnant, about s(‘V(‘ii mil(‘s south of C/amp 
Point, Adams County, Illinois, S(‘|)t(‘ml)(‘r 14, 195(). This sit(', whi(*h had 
not h(‘(‘n (‘ultivated for a (|uarter of a (‘(‘iitury, has r(‘y(‘itcd to a type' of hig 
l)lu(‘st(‘m prairie*. It has l)(*(*n accid(*ntly hurned on s(*V(*ral occasions. It is 
pastur(*d in (*arly summ(‘r, hut the cattle* shun the tall grass hy late summe*r 
and autumn. (Hitche*e)e*k-Cliase*, 2 m.; Fe*rnalel, 1.5 m.). 

Kriarilhiis raveiinae (L.) Be‘auv., 4.57 m., Thicrd 2777 (th, lawn sp(*cime‘n, 
Ch<^ste*r, Uanele)lph Ce)unty, Illineiis. (I lit,e*hce)e*k-Chase* I m.; lM*rnald 3 m.). 

Sorgliiiin viilgare var. driiitiitiotulii (NeM*s) Mask. <‘X Chio\\ — Plants 
of this sorghum we‘re‘ growing in a ce)rnfie*lei ale)ng the hanks of the* Ohio Hiy(*r 
at Bae'kus Laneling, east of (Iranel CMiain, Pulaski County, Illinois, Se‘pt(‘mhe‘r 
11, 195(1. 44ie |)lants we*r(* as tall as, e)r talle*r than, the* ce)rn (Zco okii/s L. ) 
in the* field. Measureme*nts maele* hy r]ye*rs she)we*el the plants te) he 3.1 m. 
tall. (IIite*he*ock-Chase*, 2 m.). 

Sparliiia peetinata Link.—Prairie* e*e)i'el grass grows epiite* tall in suitahle* 
site‘s in Illinois. A pliotograph in the* Illinois Natural Histe)ry Surve*y liulletin 
13 (1(1): PI. L., 1921, she)ws this grass as high as a huggy te)p, the* ve*hie*le* 
ne'e*eleel hy the he^tanist at that time* ifi that- se*ction e)f the* state* whe*n tlie* 
roaels we*re poor. On Oe*te)her 3, 195(1, Mr. Hugh Cunningham, a me*mher 
e)t the Survey staff, hre)ught in a e*ulm e)f prairie e‘oi‘el grass that measure*el 
3.3 m. tall. This samplei was collected ale)ng the Illinois Central H. IL south 
e)f Champaign, Champaign County. (Hite*hce)ck-Chase* anel t\*rnalel, 2 m.).— 
e’liicAea) natuual HisTe)Kv mtskum and Illinois statl natuhal iiisTeiuv 
sruvKY. 
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